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Background of the Tolstoi Holy Trinity Church Historical Society Inc.

It has been four years since we were contacted by the Archbishop of Saint Boniface, 
Albert LeGatt, and asked to convene a meeting of interested persons to discuss the 
dispersal of the Holy Trinity Church, its contents and the land upon which it sits. The 
Diocese gave us only two choices:

1. The Diocese would hand the church over to a historic committee with charitable 
status. The committee would be responsible for all costs related to the church. 
The church would revert back to the Diocese in the event the committee 
dissolved; or

2. The building and land would be sold, or the building demolished and the land 
sold, and the contents dispersed.

At a meeting held on September 25, 2011, we heard impassioned pleas to retain the 
church in memory of the pioneers who built it, as well as cautious optimism regarding a 
historic project. Since then we have taken the following steps:

1. We formed a steering committee whose first tasks included having the church 
examined by a building inspector. The building was found to be structurally 
sound and it was full steam ahead.  

2. The Diocese agreed to cover the cost of materials (approximately $2200) for 
weatherproofing the building. The work was done by volunteers in October 
2011.

3. We registered our committee name, created bylaws and formalized as a non-
profit corporation in 2012. We had meetings with the Diocese to clarify details 
and we held our first fundraising activity, a Christmas bake sale, and raised $887.

4. In early 2013 we created a website (www.tolstoichurch.ca) and obtained an 
email address (tolstoichurch@gmail.com). We held our first AGM, elected 
directors and passed bylaws. We held another bake sale in November and added
$1132 to our bank account. 

5. At our first AGM held on June 22, 2014, we discussed fundraising and one 
suggestion was that we consider a Bud, Spud and Steak night.  More on that 
later…

6. Also in 2014 we applied for and received charitable status, which allows us to 
issue tax receipts for Canada Revenue Agency purposes. We held another bake 
sale and it appears we are getting better at either baking or selling (or both), as 
we raised $1518. Nearly $1000 in donations was received.



7. At our June 2015 AGM, we acknowledged donations of close to $1700, many 
made in memory of our dear friend and board director, Stanley Kwiatkoski. We 
also discussed the state of the building and the damage being caused by the 
elements. Of greatest concern was the deterioration of the wood surrounding 
the windows as some panes of coloured glass had actually fallen out. A motion 
was passed to begin restoration work, starting with the windows.

8. In 2015 we organized a rummage sale that raised $641 and operated a canteen 
at an auction sale which raised more than $800.

9. Throughout this entire period our volunteers cut the grass and performed other 
maintenance to the property. Our volunteers also opened the church to former 
members and other persons interested in touring the building.

10. The final step in the organization’s setup will be obtaining the legal title of the 
property.  According to M. Frechette, Financial Administrator of the Archdiocese 
of Saint Boniface, the legal process has commenced. We hope the process is 
concluded sooner rather than later as property ownership affects our ability to 
apply for grants.

11. Recently our Committee joined the Association of Manitoba Museums, an 
organization which can provide assistance for our group, its property and its 
artifacts.

Window Restoration Project

All the previous activities were just a prelude to our first significant restoration event.  In
July and August of this year we engaged a craftsman to repair and refurbish the large 
windows in the church and, where necessary, to replace the coloured glass.  There are 
five seven-pane windows on each of the north and south sides of the church, and one 
larger east-facing one in the choir loft.  Some of the north windows and the choir loft 
window had rotted frames, so much so that some panes had fallen out.  The entire 
project cost just under $27,000 or approximately $2500 for each window. See the 
before and after pictures of the choir loft window at the end of this newsletter!

To fund this project, we have been welcoming donations of any amount. If a family 
wishes to fund the cost of a window (a donation of $2,500) in memory of a loved one, 
we will mount a plaque of acknowledgment by a window. Tax receipts will be issued to 
any and all donors.

Bud, Spud and Steak Night

Although we hope the window donation project succeeds, we have planned a 
fundraising event at the Canad Inns Windsor Park on Saturday, October 24, 2015. Bud, 
Spud and Steak Night runs from 5 to 8 p.m. Tickets cost $25 and entitle the purchaser to
their choice of entrée (steak, chicken or veggie kabob), side dishes and a beverage 
ticket. We will also be holding a silent auction with draws at 7 p.m. 



There are many ways to contribute to this fundraiser.
1. Buy tickets. The contact list can be found at the end of this newsletter.
2. Sell tickets. Invite your family, friends, co-workers, neighbours, etc. Show them 

this newsletter or ask them to access our website (www.tolstoichurch.ca).
3. Donate a prize (or donate cash so that we may purchase prizes). Cash donations 

are tax deductible. Prizes will also generate a charitable receipt if documentation
indicating value is provided.

4. Offer your assistance on the night of the event by selling raffle tickets or taking 
dinner tickets.

Bake Sale and Christmas Raffle

Our fourth annual bake sale will be held on Saturday, November 21, 2015 at the Tolstoi 
Senior Centre. The format will be the same as other years. The Centre will rent tables to 
interested vendors and our group will sell baked goods. We will also raffle off a basket 
(or two) of Christmas goodies, sell homemade soup and other treats, and encourage 
people to use the occasion to visit with friends and neighbours.

How can you help?
1. Donate baked items for the sale.
2. Donate items or funds to buy items for the raffle baskets.
3. Assist with sales, canteen duties, set up, etc.

Polish Pioneer Project

“In the footsteps of the Polish Pioneers in Manitoba” is a project undertaken by Lech 
and Grazyna Galezowski and is aimed at preserving the history and memory of the early 
Polish pioneers of Manitoba. They are hoping to locate, photograph and document the 
approximately eighty locations where Polish immigrants settled in the province. A 
wonderful exhibit of photographs of Polish churches just closed in the Keystone Gallery 
located in the Manitoba Legislative Building.

Lech recently travelled to Tolstoi and photographed the Holy Trinity Church. We were 
fortunate to meet him and share our common interests. He is interested in speaking 
with people who have memories of days past in relationship to the Polish churches and 
settlements. You can contact him directly through his website, studiogl2.ca (email 
address: polishpioneers@shaw.ca). You can also contact our committee and we will 
forward your information to Lech.

mailto:polishpioneers@shaw.ca


Contact List

Please contact the following for information:

Donations for the window project:
Mail cheques to: Tolstoi Holy Trinity Church Historical Society Inc.

PO Box 123
Tolstoi, MB  R0A 2E0

Or contact: Sandra Drewniak
Phone: 204-425-3556
Email: sjdrewniak@hotmail.com

Information, tickets, or donations for the Bud, Spud and Steak:
Contact: Jo-Anne Drewniak

Phone: 204-451-1697
Email: jdrewniak@me.com

Denise Lubiansky
Phone: 204-425-3095
Email: jlubians@mymts.net

Information regarding the bake sale:
Contact: Sandra Drewniak

Phone: 204-425-3556
Email: sjdrewniak@hotmail.com
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